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region and its rapid growth accompanies abundant changes. As such, it is necessary
to value tourism attractions using appropriate methods in order to express the
importance of historical tourism as well as convert it into monetary values. In the
present study, the recreational value of the largest museum in the southeastern Iran
located in Sistan and Baluchistan province was estimated using the conditional
valuation method whereas the Logistic regression method was taken into account to
investigate the factors affecting the willingness of visitors to pay for the improvement
and protection of this museum. For this purpose, first, the sample size was
determined based on Cochran's method, and then the data were collected through a
questionnaire and face-to-face interviews. The results showed that the variables
such as "occupation”, "income”, "visited season" and "maximum offered amount”
have had a significant effect on people's willingness to pay, but the variables like
"age", "gender", "marital status”, "education”, "number of household members",
"conveyance", "being native or non-native”, "main purpose of visit" and
"attractiveness of the area" have had no significant effect. Also, based on the
calculations, the average inclination of each visitor to pay in order to protect and
improve the condition of the museum of Southeast Iran was 100,950 Rials per month,
and its annual recreational value was estimated to 4,554,860 Rials, which showed
the high importance of this museum for visitors.
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_ Estimating the Economic Value of the Museum of Southeast Iran

Extended Abstract

Introduction

he attractiveness and rapid growth of tourism in the 21st century has caused some of the

experts to refer to it as the century of tourism. In such a way that the tourism industry
today is considered as one of the most important economic activities in the world and it
brings the highest amount of added value to the tourist destination countries. In other
words, the expansion of the tourism industry, apart from effect and the role it plays in
expressing national identity and creating social security, it also promotes wide economic
dimensions, including creating job opportunities, generating income, reducing poverty,
expanding social justice and welfare in the society. Therefore, the promotion of this
industry is a prelude to the investment growth in other economic sectors, which
necessitates the participation in the global tourism chain and bigger organized systems. In
this regard, the current research has taken Sistan and Baluchistan province a case study as
one of the most attractive regions with wider historical scope in the tourism domain which
has been assessed using the conditional economic valuation method.

Methodology

As mentioned, the conditional valuation method was used in this study to determine the
economic value of the largest museum in Zahedan, a city located in the southeast of Iran.
This is one of the most practical methods of economic valuation of goods, services and
non-market environmental resources in the society. The basis of this method is preferably
the stated people to determine the value of goods and environmental assets. Basically, the
contingent valuation method attempts to understand how respondents would be willing to
pay under hypothetical market scenarios. Access to preferences and estimation of people's
willingness to pay is done through questionnaire-based interviews about the amounts they
intend to give to preserve the desired environmental product. In the current research and
in order to collect data about several attributes such as "age", "gender"”, "marital status™,
"occupation”, "education", "number of family members”, "monthly income",
"conveyance", "season visited", "native or non-native", "main purpose of visit",
"attractiveness of the area™" and "maximum suggested amount™ were samples taken from
the researched community which included visitors to the largest museum in southeast Iran
in the autumn season of 2023. The number of examined samples included 139
questionnaires, which was obtained using Cochran's method, and in order to analyze the
data, the Logit regression model and STATA and Shazam software were used.

Results and discussion

Based on the statistics obtained from 139 questionnaires, the average age of respondents
was about 42 years and most of the visitors to the museum were women. With respect to
their occupation, employees and freelancers were more inclined to visit the museum. Also
education-wise the people visiting the museum of Zahedan, the most statistics are related
to those having bachelor's and associate's degrees. The average monthly income of each
person was estimated to be around 3.45 million Tomans in 2023. Other findings indicate
that most of the visitors of this museum chose spring and summer as the best seasons.
Also, the results showed that about 85.33% of the visitors used private cars to reach the
museum. The results obtained from the estimation of the influencing factors on people's
willingness to pay indicated that, among the 13 investigated variables, four were
statistically significant. The variables "occupation”, "income", "visited season" and
"maximum amount offered" have had a significant effect on people's willingness to offer
money for preservation. The rest of the variables do not have a significant effect on the
dependent variable of willingness. Among the investigated variables, the "maximum
amount offered" had the greatest positive impact on the dependent one (willingness to
pay). In addition, "occupation”, "income", "visited season” and "maximum amount
offered" too had a positive and significant effect on people's willingness to pay. Based on
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the results, the average willingness of each visitor to pay in order to protect the largest
museum in Southeast Iran was 100,950 Rials. Thus, the recreational value of the museum,
according to the average willingness to pay monthly and annually, was equal to 37,957
and 4,554,860 Rials. The available statistics showed about 2,000 people visited this
museum annually.

Conclusion

What makes this study novel and different from other studies is the type of sample selected
in the course of the research. The results indicate that the conditional valuation is one of
the efficient methods for analyzing the economic value of non-market goods and services.
Finally, the results show that the estimation of environmental resources is important on
the one hand to calculate the value of environment-related resources in the GDP and as a
scale of social welfare and on the other hand for environmental policies and decision-
making.
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Figure 1- Museum of Southeast Iran, Zahedan, Sistan va Baluchestan
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Table 1. Introduction of the Likert scale of the dependent and independent variables of the present study
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Table 3. Logit model parameters for estimating the economic and environmental value of the Museum of Southeast Iran
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