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ABSTRACT

Urban planning of pilgrimage cities has always been associated with challenges due
to their unique characteristics and under the influence holy places present there. The
main goal of the current research is to explain the indicators influencing the texture
pattern of pilgrimage cities, considering the tourism capacity there. This research is
applied-developmental in terms of purpose and has been conducted with the
descriptive-analytical method. Also, in order to collect data, the method of
document-library studies has been used. The results show that in the planning related
to change and development in the context of pilgrimage cities, effective indicators
should be explained and taken into consideration by decision makers and planners,
and interventions should be made with comprehensive evaluations, appropriate to
the genome of such cities and considering the rights of pilgrims and neighbors. In
the current research, 19 indicators affecting the texture pattern of pilgrimage cities
include privacy and domain, centrality, enclosure, hierarchy, desirable landscape,
appropriateness of religious spaces, cultural-entertainment spaces, residential
spaces, service-infrastructure, access network, the context around the holy place,
environmental resilience, Islamic lifestyle, religious identity, spirituality, safety and
security, education, and social interactions were identified. Then, the important rules
and considerations in the planning and development of pilgrimage cities were
presented based on the explained indicators.
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_ Explaining the Influencing Indicators on the Texture Pattern of Pilgrimage Cities

Extended Abstract

Introduction

eligion is an important motivation for travel and religious sites attract many pilgrims and

tourists. Pilgrimage cities with the centrality of shrines are spiritual spaces that have many
dimensions. Despite the importance of achieving a sense of spirituality in those cities,
urban management, design and planning have not paid much attention to Iranian and
Islamic spirituality. Physical, technical and functional aspects in the construction of
buildings, paths and facilities in the western style will only lead to a crisis of spirituality
in these cities. Considering the importance of cities in regional and extra-regional scale,
their management and planning have always been associated with challenges. Therefore,
planning and design by recognizing the unique characteristics of pilgrimage cities,
according to the presence of pilgrims from different cultures and from far and near places
in different seasons and occasions seems necessary.

Methodology

The current research is applied-developmental in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical in terms of data analysis. Also, this research is qualitative in terms of the nature
of the data collected through library-document studies. The authors took into account
various sources such as books, articles, documents and other authentic written sources on
the studied subject. The research process is as followed: First, the concept of the shrine
and its surrounding context is explained followed by presenting the concept of religious
tourism and its typology. Finally, according to the study of the texture pattern of
pilgrimage cities, the most important indicators affecting the texture pattern have been
explained and important rules and considerations in developing and planning those cities
have been presented based on the indicators.

Results and discussion

The research indicates that urban development in the context of pilgrimage cities requires
special attention and rules due to the presence tourists and the role these cities play on a
regional and extra-regional scale in different dimensions. Therefore, the indicators
affecting the fabric of pilgrimage cities should be identified and carefully evaluated in
terms of interventions and action plans. Here, 19 indicators affecting the pattern of
pilgrimage cities were identified with an emphasis on the ability of such cities in
developing religious tourism, and accordingly, important rules and considerations were
presented with the aim of minimizing challenges. These indicators, along with some
important rules and considerations, include: privacy and territory (attention to the
territoriality of holy places, attention to the visual privacy and height of the central
element), centrality (the development of a pilgrimage city centered on a holy place, its
accessibility from surrounding areas, creating a network with other centers), enclosure
(proportion in the enclosure with a unified pattern and with human scale, preserving height
and scenery), hierarchy (creating various accesses leading to the place of pilgrimage,
paying attention to a hierarchy of local and urban services), desirable landscape (defining
specific parameters of appearance and landscape, creating an urban appearance in
accordance with the identity of the pilgrimage city, respecting the privacy of religious
buildings), appropriateness of religious spaces (concordance and proportionality of the
number of religious spaces with the volume of incoming pilgrims, provision of pedestrian-
oriented religious spaces), appropriateness of cultural-entertainment spaces (proportion of
the number of cultural-recreational spaces with the needs of pilgrims and keepers, defining
areas to protect cultural structures, strengthen the role of cultural and identity centers),
appropriateness of residential spaces (the number of accommodation spaces with the
requirement of a pilgrimage-tourism city, planning to provide low-cost and small-scale
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accommodation, not separating from service areas), appropriateness of service-
infrastructure spaces (suitability of service-infrastructure spaces with the existing
population, forecasting future spatial development in pilgrimage areas), appropriateness
of access network (suitability access network with the traffic volume of pilgrims and
citizens, giving priority to public transportation and walking, installing access routes for
the elderly and disabled), attention to the context around the holy place (paying attention
to protecting the authenticity and integrity of the context around the holy place,
coordinating new constructions with the surrounding historical context, adapting any
changes and developments to the historical axis), environmental resilience (determining
height limits for the purpose of air circulation and reducing shade, developing criteria for
preserving green space and trees, providing the required energy through sustainable
methods, paying attention to the quality of soil, underground water and air), Islamic
lifestyle (providing the ground for the Iranian-Islamic lifestyle, avoiding extravagance and
showing off in the pilgrimage city), religious identity (preventing the destruction of
cultural resources, strengthening religion in the lives of citizens, giving a role to local and
religious organizations and centers), achieving spirituality (formulating a comprehensive
model for achieving spirituality in the social life of pilgrims and neighbors, preventing the
construction of Western-style pilgrimage cities), safety and security (improving the
security, increasing the level of backup at the time of crisis), education (training of
managers and officials attached to religious tourism, teaching hospitality, holding training
courses), socio-cultural capital (planning ritual routes, creating and developing socio-
cultural centers, using the capacity of trustee institutions in the field of promoting
pilgrimage culture) and social interactions (improving the footpaths leading to the holy
place, the presence of religious centers, mosques and holy places close to the holy shrine
and organizing events on religion and socio-political relations).

Conclusion

The texture of the pilgrimage cities under the influence holy places has obvious physical
and semantic differences with other cities. These differences can be in terms of the core
of the city formation and the arrangement of urban layers, functional and communication
axes, as well as the role of the city in developing religious tourism on a regional and extra-
regional scale. Therefore, any intervention without taking into account the unique pattern
to the spatial organization and to the various physical, socio-cultural, economic and
environmental dimensions will lead to the erosion of both the city and the intervening
element. In the planning related to change and development in pilgrimage cities, several
indicators should be taken into consideration by decision makers and planners, and
interventions should be made with comprehensive evaluations, appropriate to the genome
of such cities and considering the rights of pilgrims and the guardians of those places.
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Table 1. The dimensions of the impact of the presence of a shrine in a city or village
Source: Molaei, 2022: 146
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Figure 1. Typology of pilgrimage cities in terms of form of pilgrimage
Source: Authors, 2023
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Figure 2. The main factors in the context around shrines
Source: Authors, 2023
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Figure 3. Dimensions of the influence of pilgrimage tourism in the city
Source: Molaei, 2022: 146
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Figure 4. Typology of religious tourism in terms of visitor type
Source: Molaei, 2023
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Figure 5. Qualitative model
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Figure 6. The structural model of the fabric in important pilgrimage cities
Source: Ministry of roads & urban development
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Table 2. The common characteristics of the fabric of pilgrimage cities
Source: Ministry of roads & urban development, 2020

Sl 5 o Sl a i cl clasl LB 0w elide 534Sl e elde o LS 6 Sng 5 S0
o h Glae e &S bakig S o Wl plee iS5 ) Ly placlar &S SoL5 slae > Ol e slacils
Al ﬂ:ﬁjé)l] lacbs glhls QL cpl U Cou Wl g e (Lsd o Julo | plae 5 Il 1 anl
(il GBS b B 5l (ol e &S T S e Iy (3,05 5 SHS e GBI e edas b5 e Ol o
ssbilen 3,8 515 oL el Kl o Ogel i L s (glabas a5 AS e Iy oliattl C5 e el b b o
03 58 kel plae 5 adly olansl ol e las 0l 4 Bl b bl s w sl s sl 5 &S
FSe5 g 0> (Kl Sl dls (o Ly Gl 1S e My (SIS U5 e alae 3 S0

‘4'5;;")::"5J“J);")’g:““_;iﬁ)f“sft-“““l;&gid‘}&“-’g‘,v")‘f)ﬁét—“%ﬁg{/\i’}ﬁjg‘;"“

Las iloT g 53 a0l p tolibad

AR


http://dx.doi.org/10.2022/hsmsp.27.2.6
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.16059689.1402.0.0.15.1
https://hsmsp.modares.ac.ir/article-21-69833-en.html

[ Downloaded from hsmsp.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-15 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.16059689.1402.0.0.15.1 ]

[ DOI: 10.2022/hsmsp.27.2.6 ]

IylSas 4 SIS el _

A ot 33 OSUS allad lapllss 53 ool pl o S sdalin gt o slitle plad 3 1) Cleas ol Ol 0
Y48 (g5l ,es 5ol lie) ol sla>l LB

5 SIS Wl Bl 0L gl et L (S S Ol e 0 - ae s 4 5 L
e 5 ale ((SC glaclis e g L b bLisl 5 o3 Shae sla) e S 5l e 5 600 glawY
Ol g nly S b et Sl Sl 4 paie (5801 g Oak S sladtlle a pl s ls (KT
b5 b e 3L S ol sle S5V osled (K3 55l dal g e oS altls juate 5 el Obely
sl 0 dos S 1) Slantl &

ks sla et S S ol sl S Y S

VEY OB, o

e ady) ann

Sk /
)l (S15  Zals
o “’("“”‘“ — JEREPRRPY
‘5’ _"wi)f’ . s (D)5 Sleas)
 aloli b 2led
s S5 el
.
Sl gle (g
S5 slapd el
bl slagms .
- 214 ol ) el
A L”"“L‘.-‘: —— S alali b solacdl
ol bl : i
e / 55y aTin
atas
Kyl 28 > /
T a1y plinds &9 T

O ) S e

R

Figure 7. Special characteristics of the fabric pattern of pilgrimage cities
Source: Authors, 2023
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