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Drawing on spatial justice and gendered spie as theoretical frameworks, this study
examined the assessments and attitudes of wo! en using Taleghani Pedestrian Street in
llam, Iran. This applied study adoptéd a deg “iptive—analytical approach and a cross-
sectional design. DataWere collected du g Farvardin and Ordibehesht 1404 (March—
May 2025) using a 34-item Questionnaire organized into five sections. Participants were
recruited through non-prabability convenience sampling, and 368 responses were
included in the gualysis. L scriptive statistics and the Friedman, Spearman’s rank
correlation, Mawa—Whitnd U, and Kruskal-Wallis tests were used to analyze the data.
The Friedman test re) raled significant differences in mean ranks across the five
questionngirggsections’ with “Enhancing the Environmental Quality of Women'’s Lives”
receiving the highei \ mean rank. This higher rank should be interpreted in light of the
intervention-oriel ed content of its items and does not indicate more favorable existing
colitions. Poit.ve, statistically significant correlations were also observed among
sectionWgored alongside significant differences across age groups in all five sections.
The findings highlight the importance of distinguishing assessments of existing
conditiovmtrom attitudes toward proposed improvements and recognizing variation in
women’s eviluations. Establishing intervention priorities requires further needs
assessment a; I direct examination of environmental conditions. Generalization beyond
the study sample is limited, and the findings do not support causal inference or direct
conclusions about the realization of spatial justice
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

rban public spaces are important settings for social interaction, cultural exchange, and
economic activity. However, rapid urbanization, car-oriented development, safety
concerns, and the neglect of specific groups, particularly women, have reduced their
quality and inclusiveness. Pedestrian walkways can address these chaienges by restricting
motorized traffic and creating safer, more vibrant environments. Fgf ‘woriien, inadequate
infrastructure and poor urban services can increase daily prefhures and reduce their
participation in public life. Previous studies identify lighting, va' etatifn, urban furniture,
safety, and cultural elements as major priorities forgvomen Contcinporary approaches
such as livable cities and new urbanism therefore emphasii’ sedestrian-oriented, human-
centered environments as essential to quality of life.

In Ilam, Taleghani Street has been transformed into a petestrian walkway in the city's
historic commercial center. Although the project aimed to im' rove environmental quality
and urban vitality, its responsiveness to women'syneeds/ as not been systematically
evaluated. This study therefore exoigines the exteiw® which Taleghani Pedestrian
Walkway provides a desirable public, spacefor women.

Methodology

This applied study used a degmriptive-al ilytical approach to evaluate the quality of
Taleghani Pedestrian Walkway fron “women's perspectives and propose practical
improvement strategies. The site was £ lected because of its central location, high female
pedestrian activity, lack of ggstemai = gender-sensitive assessment, and reported concerns
regarding quality, safety, comfoii"and accessibility. The statistical population consisted
of women using g, walkwagpe ith 368 participants selected using Cochran's formula.
Data were collected ulgough/ = structured questionnaire measuring five dimensions of
public-space quality on "« “Likert scale: physical-spatial, functional, socio-cultural,
aesthetic, and psycholggical. The approximately 400-meter walkway includes urban
furniture, lighting, and pedesirian-oriented paving. Data were analyzed in SPSS. Because
the Kolmogorov-Smirnov tes indicated non-normal data, non-parametric tests were used.
The Friedman test ranked ihe quality dimensions, Spearman's correlation examined
relationships among variables, and the Kruskal-Wallis test assessed differences between
age groups. Cronbach's alpha confirmed acceptable questionnaire reliability.

Results and Discussion
The overall quality of Taleghani Pedestrian Walkway was assessed as moderate by
women. The functional dimension received the lowest rating, followed by the
psychological dimension. Major functional deficiencies included inadequate public
restrooms, drinking-water facilities, shading, and short-term resting areas. These
shortcomings reduced women's willingness to remain in the space for longer periods. The
socio-cultural and aesthetic dimensions were relatively more favorable. The walkway
provided opportunities for social interaction and family presence, while its visual design
and vegetation received moderate appreciation. However, some women reported intrusive
behaviors and uncomfortable gazes. Some users also perceived monotony in colors and
urban forms during prolonged use.

The psychological dimension revealed concerns about perceived safety. Insufficient
surveillance cameras, limited formal security during evening hours, and weak social
control reduced women's sense of security and comfort. Statistical analysis showed a
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strong relationship between physical-spatial and psychological quality, indicating that
lighting, visibility, and spatial legibility influence perceived safety. Functional quality was
also significantly related to overall satisfaction. Significant differences among age groups
demonstrated that women's experiences and preferences are not homogeneous.

The findings are generally consistent with previous studies in Iranian cities reporting
moderate satisfaction with public spaces. However, the particaiarly weak functional
dimension highlights the importance of basic services in [lam's cof lext®The relationship
between physical-spatial and psychological quality supports §a« e Fievention Through
Environmental Design, while the findings also demonstrate thatgperceived safety is
multidimensional, shaped by physical, social, aiid "inanagst.al {fctors. From a spatial
justice perspective, inadequate safety and services may {zd . women's equitable access to
public space. The results further show that aesthetic imn bvements alone are insufficient
without functional efficiency, psychological comfort, “and women's participation in
planning and management.

Conclusion

Taleghani Pedestrian Walkway proviadgmoderate-quality conditions for women but has
not yet achieved a fully equitablc and confortable public environment. The functional
dimension is the most critical weakness, particularly due to inadequate sanitary facilities,
drinking water, shading, and zcsting spf es. Psychological quality is the second major
concern, with perceived safety linkifigf nysical environmental characteristics to women's
quality of life.

Although socio-cultural ais" aesthetic conditions are relatively favorable,
beautification and social inteigfion opportunities alone cannot ensure a high-quality
public space. Differences amsg g age groups also emphasize the need for age-sensitive
and participatory pignning/ Improving the walkway therefore requires simultaneous
physical, service, managsf.al, and social interventions, including better lighting and
visibility, surveillance_basic amenities, shading, resting facilities, and effective social
management. The study (highlights the mediating role of perceived safety between
physical design and womer | quality of life and provides a basis for improving pedestrian-
oriented public spaces and/.dvancing spatial justice in [lam and other Iranian cities.
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