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Extended Abstract

Introduction

he contemporary global context, characterized by complex develomment processes and

pronounced spatial inequalities, challenges balanced regional develop henfgand optimal
land utilization, underscoring the need for integrated spatial planning/ Jpattalglanning, as
a key policy instrument, fundamentally guides national and reg »nal_development by
harmonizing human activities with space, serving as &pgerequisi’ . fobalanced regional
growth and geographical equity. Its practical implemen.ation o/ :urs through national and
regional spatial plans, which assess regional advantages / nd constraints to organize
activities and allocate resources effectively, thereby mitigZ.ig spatial disparities. Within
this framework, tourism, a multidimensional aspect of regiohal development, holds a
significant place in spatial planning, influencing regioy il capabilities. Tourism
development feasibility studies are vithl analytical tools\for d¢ ‘ning its spatial orientation.
Consequently, tourism spatial planning, 1:%ggral to regionar planning, can foster balanced,
sustainable development based on lod! attribates. Despite its theoretical importance, the
conceptualization and practical integration®Stourism within regional spatial plans require
further investigation. This study enilloys an/ ialytical-comparative approach to examine
tourism’s role and position in regional o .al plans, identifying strengths, weaknesses,
and its alignment with macro-spatial pl' nning objectives. The findings aim to inform
improved policymaking and ¢iiiancegi jional tourism planning efficiency.

Methodology

This descriptive-analyticyl study mployed a census documentary approach analyzing all
31 provincial spatial planniig documents approved in 2020 by Iran’s Plan and Budget
Organization. The researchunfolded in three sequential stages: (1) extracting and coding
tourism data by typology acrops strategic, executive, and GIS cartographic volumes; (2)
qualitative content analysis ¢ raluating integration quality across three dimensions
(conceptual, spatial-operationg., and institutional-governance via nine criteria); and (3)
comparative cross-provincial analysis integrating standard GIS spatial data to validate
strategic-spatial alignment.

Results and discussion

Analysis of all 31 provincial spatial planning documents reveals 37 distinct tourism
typologies. While nature, heritage, cultural (all 31 provinces), and health tourism (30
provinces) dominate, discourse aligns primarily with an integrated sustainable-economic
model (n = 21). However, critical evaluation exposes four systemic shortcomings
undermining plan integration and implementation:

1. Temporal Fragmentation: Planning horizons diverge starkly from short-term
(2025) to long-term visions (2046), creating a “temporal rupture” that disrupts national
strategic alignment and cross-provincial benchmarking.

2. Generic Rhetoric and “Omnipresence Trap”: Plans heavily replicate boilerplate
policy prescriptions without quantifiable targets or contextual prioritization, claiming
unfeasible competitive advantages across all sub-sectors (e.g., in Tehran).

3. Text-Spatial Decoupling: GIS thematic maps exhibit rigid standardized templates
across all provinces rather than evidence-based spatial zoning, flattening regional
geographic specificities.

4. Symbolic Policy Adoption: Trendy paradigms like “knowledge-based tourism”
serve merely as rhetorical labels, devoid of operational value chains, innovation clusters,
or spatial data infrastructure.
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Consequently, shifting from prescriptive, one-size-fits-all planning to evidence-based
multi-criteria spatial prioritization is essential for actionable regional governance.

Conclusion
This study demonstrates that provincial spatial planning in Iran s
representation rather than strategic integration of tourism. Doc
gaps between potential identification and operational execution,
goals, ecological detachment, spatial homogeniZati®n,

Transforming tourism into an actionable socio-spaﬂal i
generic rhetoric toward evidence-based planning, lo
prioritization, quantifiable performance indicators, and r
matrices.

rsgrom nominal
s kHibit systemic
ked,by unmeasurable
inglitutional fragility.
r requires shifting from
ized multi-criteria spatial
institutional accountability
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