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Extended Abstract

Introduction

olar radiation is one of the fundamental components of the Earth’s climate system, playing
a key role in energy balance, atmospheric circulation, agricultural productivity, and
renewable energy potential. Incoming shortwave radiation (SWR), covering the
wavelength range of 0.2—4 um, constitutes the major portion of the Earth’s received solar
energy. Temporal and spatial variations in SWR arise from factors such as the Earth’s
elliptical orbit, axial tilt, latitude, elevation, and atmospheric conditions. Iran, with an
annual average solar radiation of 1,800-2,200 kWh/m? and more than 280 sunny days per
year, ranks among the countries with the highest solar energy potential globally. This
study aims to analyze the spatiotemporal variability of incoming shortwave radiation
across western Iran and to identify regions with the greatest potential for solar energy
development.

Methodology

In this study, MODIS satellite imagery was utilized to estimate and evaluate the amount,
variation, and distribution of incoming shortwave solar radiation across five western
provinces of Iran: Kurdistan, Kermanshah, Ilam, Hamedan, and Lorestan. Data were
processed through quality control procedures, including outlier removal and homogeneity
testing (using the Grubbs test and Standard Normal Homogeneity Test). Spatial and
seasonal analyses were then conducted to determine the influence of environmental
factors such as albedo, humidity, cloud cover, and topography on radiation distribution.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the annual net shortwave radiation in western Iran varies
between 665.03 and 728.45 kWh/m2. The highest radiation values were observed in
elevated and low-cloud regions of the northwest—particularly around Saqqez, Baneh, and
Kanisur—owing to high altitude, clear skies, and low surface albedo. In contrast, southern
areas such as Ilam and Abadan received less radiation due to higher humidity and denser
vegetation cover.

Seasonal analysis revealed that summer experiences the maximum radiation levels,
especially in July and August when solar angles are at their peak and cloudiness is
minimal. Spring shows an increasing trend in radiation but is still influenced by cloud
formation and precipitation. Autumn radiation decreases with the arrival of Mediterranean
frontal systems and increased cloudiness, while winter exhibits the lowest levels of solar
radiation due to low solar angles, high albedo, and shorter daylight hours.

Overall, altitude, solar angle, relative humidity, and cloud cover were identified as the
most influential factors controlling spatial variability in solar radiation. The topographic
complexity of the Zagros Mountains and the influence of Mediterranean weather systems
create significant spatial heterogeneity in radiation patterns across the region.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that western Iran—particularly the elevated and cloud-free
regions in the northwest—possesses substantial potential for solar power development.
Conversely, southern parts of the study area require more detailed seasonal and climatic
assessments due to higher humidity and cloudiness. The spatiotemporal analysis of
incoming shortwave radiation provides valuable insights into the climatic dynamics of the
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region and offers a scientific foundation for planning renewable energy development,
managing natural resources, and mitigating climate change impacts. The integration of
high-resolution satellite data with statistical homogeneity tests can further enhance the
detection of long-term solar radiation trends and support sustainable energy planning in
Iran.
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Figure 1. Location of the study area in Iran
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Figure 3. Solar radiation values in western Iran in spring
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Figure 4. Solar radiation values in western Iran in the summer
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Figure 5. Solar radiation values in western Iran in autumn.
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Figure 6. Solar radiation values in western Iran in winter.
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