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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of rural tourism on changes in agricultural land use,
with the aim of identifying trends and patterns of land-use change under the influence
of rural tourism. In terms of purpose, the research is applied, and in terms of data
collection method, it is descriptive. The study was conducted using a scientometric
approach, and its statistical population consisted of studies related to the impact of
rural tourism on agricultural land-use change indexed in the Scopus database during
the period 2000-2025. To retrieve relevant articles, the keywords “rural tourism,”
“land-use change,” “land-cover change,” and “agricultural land” were applied in
the Scopus database, resulting in the selection of 527 articles as the statistical
population. To visualize the thematic networks of the reviewed studies, VOSviewer
software was employed, and correlation analysis was used for data analysis. The
results indicated a positive and statistically significant correlation (0.679) between the
development of rural tourism and land-use change. In addition, the main thematic
clusters identified included “tourism development,” “land-use change,”
“sustainability and natural resource conservation,” and “environmental challenges.”
These clusters reflect the complex relationships between tourism and land-use change
and emphasize the necessity of formulating effective policies and sustainable strategies
to manage such changes. The findings also demonstrate that as tourism development
increases, land-use changes rise significantly, and tourism can exert both positive and
negative impacts on natural resources and the environment
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Extended Abstract:

Introduction

he increasing development of rural tourism has significant implications for land use,

particularly in agricultural areas. As rural tourism expands, it often leads to changes in land
use patterns, affecting agricultural land and natural resources. This study aims to investigate
the effects of rural tourism on land use changes in agricultural areas, identifying trends and
transformations influenced by tourism activities. Given the growing interest in sustainable
development and environmental conservation, understanding the relationship between rural
tourism and land use change is crucial for developing effective management strategies.

Methodology

This research adopts an applied approach and employs a descriptive methodology to
gather data. The study utilizes a bibliometric approach, focusing on literature related to
the impact of rural tourism on agricultural land use changes. The population of this study
comprises articles indexed in the Scopus database from 2000 to 2025. To identify relevant
articles, keyword searches were conducted using terms such as “rural tourism,” “land use
change,” “land cover change,” and “agricultural land.” Ultimately, 527 articles were
selected as the research population. To visualize the thematic network of the studies
conducted, the VOSviewer software was utilized. Additionally, correlation analysis was
performed to analyze the data and determine the relationship between rural tourism
development and land use changes.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study indicate a significant positive correlation (0.679) between the
development of rural tourism and land use changes in agricultural areas. This suggests
that as rural tourism develops, changes in land use are likely to occur, highlighting the
dynamic relationship between tourism and land management. The analysis identified key
thematic clusters, including “tourism development,” “land use change,” “sustainability
and natural resource conservation,” and “environmental challenges.” These clusters
reflect the complex interrelations between tourism activities and land use transformations,
emphasizing the need for effective policies and sustainable strategies to manage these
changes.

The results further reveal that the expansion of rural tourism can lead to both positive
and negative impacts on natural resources and the environment. While tourism can
provide economic benefits and promote local development, it can also result in the
conversion of agricultural land into non-agricultural uses, threatening food security and
biodiversity. The study underscores the importance of balancing tourism development
with the preservation of agricultural lands and natural ecosystems.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this research highlights the significant impact of rural tourism on land use
changes in agricultural areas. The positive correlation between tourism development and
land use transformation indicates that as rural tourism grows, it brings about notable
changes in land utilization. The study emphasizes the necessity for policymakers and
stakeholders to develop effective strategies that promote sustainable tourism while
protecting agricultural land and natural resources. By implementing comprehensive
management policies, it is possible to mitigate the adverse effects of tourism on land use
and ensure the sustainability of rural environments. Future research should focus on long-
term monitoring of land use changes and the development of best practices for integrating
tourism with agricultural sustainability.
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Figure 2. Thematic research network
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