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and selective coding. The research outcomes reveal that the selective codes encompass
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councils and urban residents.

Keywords:

Multi-local Urban Planning, New work Spaces, Post-Functional City, Grounded Theory.

*Corresponding Author: Associate Professor in Geography and Urban planning, Faculty of Humanities, University
of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran.
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4359-8850

mt.heydari@znu.ac.ir

Copyright@ 2025, TMU Press. This open-access article is published under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution- NonCommercial 4.0 International License which permits Share (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or
format) and Adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) under the Attribution-NonCommercial terms.

The Journal of Spatial Planning
& Geomatics

137


mailto:mt.heydari@znu.ac.ir

Introduction

ulti-local urban planning represents an innovative concept that necessitates a re-evaluation

of urban and spatial planning methodologies. The outcome of this planning paradigm is
the post-functional city (Lapintie, 2024; Di Marino & Lapintie, 2019), wherein each
distinct locale possesses the potential to accommodate a diverse array of activities and
functions. Paradoxically, this city exemplifies functionalism; it supports the assertion of
multiple realizability inherent within functionalist theory, which signifies the feasibility
of actualizing a particular activity across various, rather than singular, material structures
and contexts (Negarestani, 2015). In a post-functional city, an assortment of activities—
including work, leisure, sports, personal errands, education, and academic pursuits—can
be actualized within a singular locale that has not been fundamentally designated for any
exclusive activity. For instance, a park can concurrently serve as a venue for recreation
and relaxation, group gatherings, and remote work utilizing a laptop or mobile device.
With the progression from Fordism to the post-Fordist mode of production, characterized
by an economic rationale rooted in the broader context of postmodernism (Amin, 1994),
measurable spatio-temporal distances have been disrupted by the proliferation of virtual
communication technologies. Consequently, these transformations render spaces as
relational constructs (Massey, 2005; Harvey, 2020), frequently exhibiting flexible and
indeterminate boundaries. Locations become disembedded through the flows of media
and communication, thereby evolving into what is termed the space of flows (Castells,
2000). The traditional notions of fixity and spatial determinism yield to the emergence of
spatial assemblages (Dovey, 2010; 2020). These spatial metamorphoses further influence
the spatial organization of labor. The emergent post-Fordist mode of production operates
under a novel spatial logic, diverting focus from the factory and the regulation of workers'
physical presence in the workplace. Instead of centering attention on traditional factories
and laborers, post-Fordist production redirects its focus beyond conventional work
environments. In the context of Iran, there exists a notable absence of research addressing
multi-local planning, the post-functional city, and their interrelation with the concept of
contemporary workspaces. The prevailing planning paradigm and theoretical inquiry
within urban and spatial planning consistently regard single-locale planning as the primary
framework. Thus, the identified theoretical deficiency necessitates initial theoretical
exploration, investigation, and paradigm modeling. The current research endeavors to
contribute toward such modeling.

Research Method

Methodologically, this scholarly article embodies a form of applied research characterized
by a qualitative paradigm. In alignment with the research topic and objectives, data
acquisition was executed through two distinct methodologies: bibliographic investigation
and field research. Initially, in order to establish the theoretical framework of the
investigation, scholarly resources pertaining to the thematic domains of multi-local
planning, the post-functional urban landscape, and contemporary work environments
were meticulously examined and critiqued. Subsequently, to procure the qualitative data
requisite for fulfilling the research aims within the context of urban planning in Iran,
interviews were conducted with eleven specialists in the disciplines of geography and
urban and regional planning. The instrument utilized for the interviews was a semi-
structured interview format, and the selection of experts was performed through purposive
sampling. The criterion for determining the sample size was grounded in the principle of
theoretical saturation.

To interpret the qualitative data obtained from the interviews in relation to the research
objectives, the Grounded Theory methodology was employed. This selection was
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predicated on the notion that this method, with its inherent capacity to develop theory
from primary data, serves as an appropriate instrument for constructing a relatively
comprehensive framework concerning the topic of multi-local planning, which is
characterized by an absence of an established theoretical foundation within the
geographical context of Iran.

Results & discussion

Based on a thorough analysis of the interview data and a systematic coding approach
grounded in Grounded Theory, the emergent concepts were delineated into six selective
code categories, which include: causal conditions, contextual factors, strategies and
actions, intervening conditions, core phenomenon, and consequences.

The axes derived from the coding process, adhering to the principles of the Grounded
Theory methodology, were organized into five discrete categories. Causal conditions
encompass: centralization, socio-spatial disparities, crises of local identity, environmental
emergencies and urban resilience, as well as escalated costs attributable to scale. The
essential actions and strategies that may be deployed to effectively confront these
challenges and advance towards multi-local urban planning, as indicated by the findings,
comprise: fostering flexibility and coordination across diverse sectors of urban planning,
promoting decentralization, implementing a policy of localism (neighborhood-centric
planning), enhancing and adapting infrastructure and built environments, and, ultimately,
creating comprehensive planning databases and information systems. Contextual factors
represent another category of the research findings. This set of codes encompasses the
existing urban and global entities, phenomena, and conditions that exert influence over
the strategies and actions necessary for the realization of multi-local urban planning.
These axes include the intervening organizations and institutions involved in planning,
regulatory frameworks, external relations across sectors, the current state of ICT
infrastructure, as well as prevailing socio-cultural and economic disparities, thereby
reflecting the intricate context within which contemporary urban planning occurs.

Conclusion

Through the application of strategic methodologies and a comprehensive understanding
of urban contexts alongside contemporary influencing factors, the advantages inherent in
multi-local urban planning are poised to facilitate the emergence of a post-functional
urban paradigm. This paradigm is designed to effectively confront the complexities and
requirements of modern urban existence, which is increasingly characterized by its multi-
local nature. The resultant implications encompass: innovation and cognitive engagement,
enhanced citizen satisfaction and a deepened sense of place attachment, spatial equity and
social justice, environmentally sustainable urban environments, as well as spatial
interconnectivity and collaborative initiatives, all of which are articulated as the
aspirational vision for urban planning.
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