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Revised: 2025/10/27 | This study aimed to identify and analyze the challenges facing the sustainable development of
Accepted:2025/11/02 rrg| tourism in the Hawraman (Horaman) World Region (Kurdistan Province). The research
adopted a qualitative design using grounded theory based on the Anselm Strauss and Juliet
Corbin approach, and data were collected through semi-structured interviews with key
stakeholders. The findings indicate that the challenges to sustainable tourism development in
Hawraman can be classified into ten overarching categories: (1) infrastructure and public
services; (2) socio-cultural factors and local participation; (3) environmental challenges; (4)
policymaking and governance; (5) economic challenges; (6) communication and connectivity;
(7) unsustainable management of seasonal tourism; (8) agriculture and livelihood resources;
(9) environmental associations (NGOs); (10) local governance, as well as challenges related
to the limited role of rural women in advancing sustainable rural tourism development. Major
identified challenges include inadequate transportation, accommodation, and communication
infrastructure; the absence of integrated management; insufficient tourism training; weak
inter-institutional coordination; deficiencies in waste management; and adversarial attitudes
toward development. The results also underscore the pivotal role of local participation in
achieving sustainable development goals, showing that the lack of effective community
engagement can threaten the regions cultural and natural capacities. Finally, the study
proposes measures to improve current conditions, including strengthening local capacities,
enhancing environmental awareness, expanding specialized training, and establishing
coordinating mechanisms between governmental and local institutions. By highlighting
existing constraints, this research emphasizes the necessity of a multi-dimensional and
participatory approach to realizing sustainable tourism development in the Hawraman
region.
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_ Qualitative Analysis of Challenges Facing Sustainable Rural Tourism Development

Introduction

ourism is recognized as one of the most influential industries of the contemporary era,

playing a pivotal role in the economic, cultural, and social development of societies and
functioning as a key economic driver of the twenty-first century. By integrating internal
and external resources, tourism contributes simultaneously to social, environmental,
economic, and cultural benefits. In recent years, rural tourism activities have expanded
considerably across many countries, gradually emerging as an alternative to mass tourism.
Visitors” growing preference for destinations located away from large urban centers and
characterized by low tourism density has created new opportunities for economic
development in rural areas. Rural tourism adopts an innovative and sustainability-oriented
approach that promotes rural development while preserving local identity, cultural fabric,
and environmental integrity. It encompasses a wide range of leisure and recreational
activities based on services such as accommaodation, food, and local products provided by
host communities in culturally and socially recognized rural settings. Moreover, rural
tourism holds significant potential for job creation, diversification of agricultural
activities, and stimulation of local food and beverage markets. When effectively managed,
it can generate multiple benefits for host communities, including skills development,
educational opportunities, preservation of essential services, revitalization of housing
infrastructure, enhancement of regional branding, improved regional planning
perspectives, and positive environmental and socio-cultural outcomes.
Accordingly, ensuring the development of sustainable rural tourism one that maximizes
local resources, safeguards natural environments, delivers positive visitor experiences,
and enhances the well-being of local residents has become an essential policy and
planning priority, particularly in culturally and ecologically sensitive regions such as
Hawraman in Kurdistan Province, Iran.
Research Method

This study adopts a qualitative research design grounded in Strauss and Corbin’s grounded
theory approach. The primary objective is the systematic identification of challenges to
sustainable rural tourism development in the Hawraman region of Kurdistan Province and
the construction of a conceptual model explaining these challenges. The study population
comprised tourism experts, active members of local civil and environmental associations,
local managers, and individuals with direct experience in rural tourism activities in the
Hawraman region.

Sampling was conducted using the snowball technique, and data collection continued until
theoretical saturation was achieved when no new concepts or categories emerged from the
interviews. Data were collected through semi-structured, in-depth interviews with 25
participants selected based on their expertise, experiential knowledge, and willingness to
participate. To enhance the credibility and validity of the findings, multiple verification
strategies were employed, including expert review, feedback from key participants, and
comparison with existing literature.

Data analysis followed the three-stage coding process of grounded theory: open coding,
axial coding, and selective coding. During open coding, initial concepts were extracted
from interview transcripts. In axial coding, these concepts were organized into core
categories using Strauss and Corbin’s paradigmatic model, encompassing causal
conditions, the central phenomenon, contextual conditions, intervening conditions,
strategies, and consequences. Finally, selective coding was used to identify the core
category and clarify the relationships among categories, leading to the development of an
integrated conceptual framework.
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Results & discussion

This section first presents the key individual and professional characteristics of the study
participants, followed by the qualitative findings derived from the three stages of
grounded theory coding. Initial concepts extracted during open coding were
systematically grouped into key categories and causal relationships through axial coding,
and ultimately synthesized into core challenge domains through selective coding. This
analytical process provided a structured and in-depth understanding of the nature, context,
and consequences of challenges affecting sustainable rural tourism development in the
Hawraman region.

Overall, ten major barriers to sustainable rural tourism development were identified in the
globally significant Hawraman region. The findings were analyzed using Strauss and
Corbin’s six core grounded theory categories causal conditions, central phenomenon,
contextual conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences allowing for
a comprehensive explanation of how these challenges emerge, interact, and persist.

The unique cultural, geographical, and social characteristics of Hawraman create a
complex interaction between tradition and modernity, development and conservation, and
participation and marginalization. Grounded theory analysis reveals that these interactions
shape local responses to tourism development and condition the sustainability of
outcomes. The findings demonstrate that challenges related to infrastructure and public
services, socio-cultural change and limited local participation, environmental pressures,
governance weaknesses, and livelihood conflicts are deeply interconnected.

In particular, infrastructural deficiencies such as poor road quality, lack of standard
accommodation, inadequate health services, weak digital connectivity, and insufficient
waste and wastewater management systems emerged as critical causal conditions that
negatively affect tourist satisfaction and local community well-being. Additionally,
unplanned tourism growth and inequitable benefit distribution contribute to cultural
erosion, reduced social cohesion, and declining local participation. These dynamics are
further intensified during peak tourism periods, such as Nowruz and the Pir Shalyar
ceremony, placing excessive pressure on limited local resources.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that sustainable rural tourism development in the Hawraman World
Heritage region faces multi-layered challenges across infrastructural, environmental,
socio-cultural, economic, and institutional dimensions. Despite the region’s exceptional
natural, cultural, and historical assets which provide substantial potential for livelihood
transformation and cultural preservation the absence of integrated management, weak
institutional coordination, inadequate supporting infrastructure, and uncontrolled tourism
growth remain major obstacles to sustainability.

Accordingly, the study emphasizes the necessity of designing and implementing
sustainability-oriented policies that strengthen local institutions, promote active
participation of host communities, and simultaneously address cultural, environmental,
and economic considerations. Based on the conceptual model developed, the research
proposes several practical recommendations, including integrated management planning,
regional branding strategies, enhanced community participation mechanisms, inter-
sectoral coordination bodies, targeted infrastructure investment, redefinition of local
community roles, integration of agriculture and tourism, and the empowerment of rural
women through capacity-building and improved access to financial and market resources.
Overall, this study contributes to the theoretical advancement of sustainable rural tourism
by providing a grounded, context-sensitive framework and offers practical insights for
policymakers and planners seeking balanced and inclusive tourism development in
Hawraman and similar rural heritage regions.
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Table 1. Key Individual and Professional Characteristics of the Study Population

it e s e SHae (L) e Coaws i,
sbas SRS g pite o 4 > |
Ol g olsl G 3 Jaes ol S Gy s laes ool YA 5, ¥
Lagy (oDl G5 soie S e oy > v
b sy oDl (gl 5 ue Skl ohes ad 55 ¢
b sy ol (553 s s oles £y 5, 0
$3, 5y pa sl ol Y4 3,0 1
Ol i ool s Jaes il )8 Ll A o £) 2 v
b, sl sae Shoslis il veo 3, A
soslis e ohes £y 55 q
heee Ly (el p2e S S S ol AN 85 \e
Ly $losd sie o s Al > W
SR S Joe 5 e Co e il YA S \Y
b b olsl b lS b gl G ¥4 5, W
e 3 el g sl (..l;.: A 85 A}
sy Slosd meds by, ol o > Vo
G835 5 e s ((Kin b e o)l k28 R R v 85 M
SRS 5 s o (Soap B ol GBS (S0 i Y e W
b gy phas Ll b sl ol i3 35 A
by ghss sae S 2 ™ 2 4
Ollysn (52,505 La)lS Flexl psle > S WV 20 ¥
Sosbes s e o > n
GRE S 5 s s (Ko b Sl olsl a8 b sl ol Y 05 Y
Ol Sy Jamms S o1l i )8 Sy aoma old 5 123 > A
GARE S 5 s s (Ko b Sl olsl a8 ke ol ™ 5, \3
by gL sie s 2 £ 2 Yo
Koilogi; 9 Las arloT

S



L st S

QLA‘)}A&LPM&U—A})LSJ.{.&J;)\&QWJ;.JJL;G}WQLAJ})J*}DJ&)&LAU:J[;:Y QJlA-\:de\;.-)J
el 0l 5151 slsesls AJJL.} L;)\KJS S J;-lf ool
QUIJ}A&L@?&M‘;\L#})‘;JKJ:;)L\;’Qwj);jﬁaub}?bﬁjéudﬂlf} Jad>

Table 2. Infrastructural and Public Service Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in the
Global HURAMAN Region
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Table 3. Socio-Cultural Challenges and Local Participation in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in the Global
HURAMAN Region
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Table 4. Environmental Challenges and Ecological Degradation Caused by Unsustainable Tourism in HURAMAN
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Table 5. Policy and Governance Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in HURAMAN
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Table 6. Economic and Investment Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in HURAMAN
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Table 7. Communication and Tourism Marketing Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in
HURAMAN
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Table 8. Challenges Arising from Unsustainable Seasonal Tourism Management
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Table 9. Livelihood and Agricultural Challenges in the Context of Sustainable Tourism in the Global HURAMAN
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Table 10. Environmental Association Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in HURAMAN

Slhas o g [P )) 8 us (o7 I8 us GL) I8 xS
L LU, 0sd 5 hopir oo 4 el 51 ok " plmil 55 ins
) B _ s 5 SAsl,
Lol 108 als ey gosn nl & LS e cdle S sla pei! _
Salon
5 g g G shaee 3l Bl " el

Ja:z.u;.»a_) ‘5LA¢-:JLUT )'l Jiil.a;- Qb)ia 3 u,.:l}é S99 ru\;..."
ek bl glaaal » S3e gl 5l C'Le (a8 s
Ql):.ed)@Lﬂi\é}ﬁi‘?>ﬁ>k‘;564>_h}§;ﬁl{u&@l..." gl g g }UJL:@L«:}_AS

e L LR

S0l 4 Lo Slag S el 3 Lol sl
3 35dewe S HLis L.aw,’u‘))..a;-r.lﬁ

Q:l:@:jl@ﬁwww\jzﬁwewdﬁhﬁ o i ¥ i
S pe S e 3
3'9.3‘_;0 w—.uja.?m 3 ;s:‘il""' 6[,&\;.;)5.".
ST 6K 8 alie b Jasmay 5 0V 1 (ool Siisel 3 5aS b ]
& - 2l pde
_ BN S C]
"...A.i:l.g 3 gd>e 6&3;
A8 S slaaal sl gl o slasle 51 ok "
@t.a S gdous slasly GL’.» 3 guaS
Q\M}Mé;ﬁ&@bﬁbﬂ&&hbﬂ%bﬁ )
L;la» 6[.&)[.@4 dbu

_L]‘A\>.|}a.‘"..

Kiloyi s ¢ ww?lof

{0



I Kan 5 gilate

DML 6 K838 a3 ol slalsd slael 5 bajlas "
55 el Slagaal 355 o Lol alies (pl 5 s 4 2508
255 351 (g Kas 8 wnn g i
Sz L 5 S o oo Slo s Sy e 4 e slaslg
anr g aies pl aS WO pemmie e (6 s
Midas e 13 C\:_.J.\_,Du 1 e 8.

65838 Slaganas 3 Ol (3ble 31 ok 53 "
et 28 5 Loyl el alis ol 5 5,105 Jl oS L
55 e biasl 5o obT oS "
638wl 5l eslinal aes 53 g il glaos S
ooz ool s ¢ gils U ) 8 s Jaintes|
Aol o

@bl gl Al

O e K o0 Ol e aKTL
2> s el e S5 eS ke o
e e P (sl
EESY
. b f3e Jolad pas
6;L@J§;AL@CJ;
CJ}A
e s s S Hlis S
s S5l e
6@3‘};&:{}@
Lgaucél;.au.é)bi
L;l’{ﬂ

PR a2y 6503 5 sl drwgi 53 (oo (Sl eSs 4 Lo po gL Gl Y- F

ollyge

dl"‘_}j—“g"-@"“-‘ﬂﬁwLf,b))d;‘;’ﬁj‘-&‘iWﬁ)’g"“‘@‘ﬂg?"“Lffdu’uﬂL’:H a)l»...i:d‘ju\e-)}
el 0 1) slsesls 4l (IS US Wl8an =l e bl

Ol sa Sl ailin plies) (5,805 8 SIL ane s 53 Jowe GaS a0 b e sla il M gt
Table 11. Local Governance Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in the Global
HURAMAN Region

Slhas Cip 5 (sl g 18 (o570) ol 38us (L) gl8as
sLojl Hltlo 5 50S sl SIS L WU
.. & . . ' [Caarheni®) g D Sod
22 888 Gl gl alite gt s L . : PR .
v e . S e 53 e S S e 5 S50l
....Swéﬂqwsjam)l.bsﬁjtmj)ch“ P
6&:45 L}mda.u)b
Lg)i;;)fwj:élﬂ@uljgu@u..." ‘5‘ﬂoul§\ﬂ'}dt~4))—‘.as jd:é‘gbetﬁqﬁsj,\»
kS e SaS a gs 5l e o K85 8 o e slasly L)

L 6 K8 5 51 s s sy Ol ke L
Mdls S a3 Sdeel S el s (s, i 5 OIS
slaslg 5 Hss laalKas O L;JL@ @.a..."
sl ol s gy 6 K S Alble gl Jow

Q‘ﬂh&.@;‘d}f\fié}.ﬁs
GRS ol Sl s

BISHY

AT 5 el s ies
W) 3 e Ol e
Sl ¢ K S
) L;...ab.,n BLRE I

ol o oS slaslg O J@Lua Olags
;L:"" o

.]a.:JJA JTJJ: L;LheKLm:}dbu

"kt o Lo (6 Dol G Jas A0
jwéjii:)ftyy;):gwcalﬁ.." Golan 5 S jliaspeS welir Sl Ll s cind
"".U’J"Jﬁﬂ}‘iﬂu-fu::"*" e S Cins 5)§J3J§)>L}zﬂ5\ﬁ- Olati(gd 5 o
Lo 3l 13 o L e 0 i S S pke s Ol 28l 15,0 5 4>
e S ol e g s 20 GAE3,S Sy e il o e = e P 2
LS Ol s dnn sl g5 e 6 K5 S ol PEEN 05 ome cilie glaey S

L P
MES s S Wt ¢ 858 oo 31 s et
: ; 4l e LG S SV g
0P g wed ek L g S S L N '
. i . 3 b 2 B T 03 ol 5 e
sRke e
v £ . 2
Soilogi§ g bad uboT

A



L st S

adbio (2lwg) Hlasly (6,500 ,5 arwgi o ) dgumme S )l 41 by po o Mly N-F
obehyga Sk
Sler adlaie sy Sl (6585 8 ann g 53 0U5 ssdome SS Lk 4 by e sla M VY o jled Jadr o
el ok 4]l slsesls 5 5SS e ol bl s Ol e

Table 12. Challenges of Limited Women’s Participation in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in the
Global HURAMAN Region
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Table 13. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Infrastructural and Public Service Challenges Based on Strauss and
Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 14. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Socio-Cultural Challenges and Local Participation Based on Strauss and
Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 15. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Environmental Challenges and Ecological Degradation Caused by
Unsustainable Tourism in the Global HURAMAN Region Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory
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Table 16. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Policy and Governance Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development
Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 17. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Economic and Investment Challenges in Rural Tourism Based on Strauss
and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 18. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Communication and Marketing in Rural Tourism Based on Strauss and
Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 19. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Challenges Arising from Unsustainable Seasonal Tourism Management
Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 20. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Livelihood and Agricultural Challenges in the Context of Tourism Based
on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 21. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Environmental Association Challenges in the Path of Sustainable
Tourism Development in HURAMAN Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 22. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Local Governance Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism
Development in HURAMAN Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Table 23. A Paradigmatic Analysis of Limited Women’s Participation in Sustainable Rural Tourism
Development in the Global HURAMAN Region Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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Figure 1. Conceptual Model of Challenges in Sustainable Rural Tourism Development in the Global
HURAMAN Region Based on Strauss and Corbin’s Grounded Theory Approach
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