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prevalent in the tourism sector. This research endeavors to delineate thorough
conceptual, structural, and thematic advancements in tourism governance while
concurrently pinpointing prospective research directions. A bibliometric methodology
was utilized, scrutinizing 892 scholarly articles procured from the Scopus database
spanning the years 2000 to 2025. The data were categorized into two distinct temporal
intervals (2000-2015 and 2016-2025) and subsequently analyzed through the
application of VOS viewer software. The examination unveiled a nine-fold escalation
in the frequency of the tourism governance concept, alongside an expansion in
thematic clusters from five to eight distinct clusters. Noteworthy governance types,
including participatory, environmental, and multilevel governance, were discerned.
The conceptual integration with contemporary challenges, notably over tourism and
smart tourism, illustrates the field's responsiveness to emergent issues. Networks of
international collaboration exhibited center-periphery dynamics primarily
concentrated in five leading nations. The Journal of Sustainable Tourism emerged as
the principal publication nexus, characterized by the highest centrality and connection
density. The findings indicate a paradigmatic transformation of tourism governance
from a dependent concept to an autonomous field, featuring sophisticated theoretical
frameworks and varied typologies, which underscores the imperative of evolving from
traditional hierarchical models to participatory, adaptive, and context-specific

paradigms.
Tourism Governance, Bibliometric Analysis, Destination Governance, Participatory
Keywords: Governance, Co-occurrence Analysis, VOSviewer.
*Corresponding Author: Assistant Professor in Geography and Rural Planning, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran.

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9347-2722
zabih.torabi@maodares.ac.com

Copyright@ 2025, TMU Press. This open-access article is published under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution- NonCommercial 4.0 International License which permits Share (copy and redistribute the
material in any medium or format) and Adapt (remix, transform, and build upon the material) under the
Attribution-NonCommercial terms.

The Journal of Spatial Planning
& Geomatics

1


mailto:zabih.torabi@modares.ac.com

_ Analysis of Paradigmatic Developments in Tourism Governance

Introduction

ourism governance, functioning as a framework for orchestrating and steering intricate
interactions among diverse stakeholders within tourism systems, has emerged as a pivotal
concept in tourism scholarship over the preceding two decades. The escalating complexity
of tourism destinations, the heterogeneity of stakeholders, their divergent interests, and
the necessity for sustainable development have heightened the significance of formulating
and executing efficacious governance frameworks. Notwithstanding the increasing
prominence of this concept, there persists a deficiency in the comprehensive
understanding of conceptual advancements, research trajectories, and the cognitive
architecture within this domain. This investigation seeks to address this epistemological
void by delivering an extensive overview of advancements in tourism governance,
introducing the inaugural comparative temporal analysis of this research area through a
meticulous bibliometric scrutiny that encompasses a span of twenty-five years.

Research Method

This research utilizes bibliometric analysis and quantitative-analytical methodologies to
systematically investigate conceptual, structural, and thematic advancements within the
domain of tourism governance. The Scopus database was chosen as the principal data
repository owing to its extensive coverage of global academic publications and its
standardized citation framework. The search methodology was formulated based on
logical permutations of keywords pertinent to tourism governance, initially yielding a total
of 1,847 documents. Subsequent to the implementation of inclusion and exclusion criteria
and a two-tiered screening process, 892 articles were ultimately selected for
comprehensive analysis. The data were categorized into two distinct temporal intervals
(2000-2015 and 2016-2025) to facilitate a comparative examination of temporal trends.
The analysis was executed utilizing VOSviewer software version 1.6.20 at three distinct
levels: a descriptive analysis of fundamental bibliometric metrics, co-occurrence network
analysis of keywords, and an analysis of international collaboration networks. Validation
of the findings was conducted through comparisons with analogous studies, sensitivity
assessments, and consultations with subject matter experts. The methodological
framework adhered to PRISMA guidelines and incorporated multiple validation
techniques, including inter-rater reliability evaluation (Cohen's Kappa = 0.89) and content
validation by domain authorities.

Results & discussion

The analysis elucidated significant transformations in the conceptual framework and
knowledge architecture pertaining to tourism governance. The incidence of the tourism
governance concept exhibited extraordinary proliferation, escalating from 6 occurrences
in the initial period to 55 occurrences in the subsequent period, thereby signifying the
establishment of this concept as a distinct research paradigm. The thematic cluster
architecture expanded from 5 clusters during the period of 2000-2015 to 8 clusters in the
interval of 2016-2025, illustrating a profound conceptual enrichment and diversification.
Newly emerging governance types were discerned, including participatory governance
(normalized average citations: 0.7315), environmental governance (0.5671), and
multilevel governance (0.8981), which embody specialized adaptations tailored to specific
governance contexts. The conceptual integration with contemporary challenges,
specifically over tourism (2.6487) and smart tourism (1.3609), underscores the field's
adaptability to nascent issues and its progression from reactive to proactive strategies. An
analysis of the international collaboration network unveiled center-periphery dynamics
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concentrated within five leading nations (United Kingdom, China, Spain, Australia, and
Canada), thereby revealing structural disparities in knowledge production.

Conclusion

This research significantly enhances the corpus of literature pertaining to tourism
governance by presenting the inaugural systematic mapping of evolutionary trajectories
spanning a quarter of a century. The progression from rudimentary, unidimensional
frameworks to intricate, multidimensional networks signifies the maturation and evolution
of this discipline in response to the escalating complexities inherent within the tourism
sector. In the post-COVID context, and in light of pervasive global challenges such as
climate change, overtourism, and social inequities, tourism governance emerges as a
critical instrument not merely for management purposes, but as a foundational framework
for the transformative reconfiguration of tourism systems towards sustainability, equity,
and resilience. The principal challenges ahead encompass the formulation of resilient
governance models, the mitigation of structural inequities within knowledge production,
and the fortification of theory-practice connections to facilitate sustainable tourism
development. Achieving success along this trajectory necessitates transcending
prescriptive methodologies in favor of innovative, participatory, and context-specific
paradigms adept at addressing the inherent complexities and contradictions that
characterize tourism development.
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