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Accepted:2025/01/22  The regional network approach endeavors to furnish a platform conducive to the integrated
development of rural and urban areas by enhancing the interconnections between these
domains. Notwithstanding the extensive research background and the experiences derived
from various implementation strategies, the practical application of this approach within the
nation has faced significant obstacles and challenges. The current study, employing the Q
methodology and concentrating on the developmental agenda of the rural constellation in
Tarem, Zanjan province, investigates the essential requirements and priorities pertinent to
the regional network approach in the context of national development planning, as perceived
by experts, officials, practitioners, consultants, and facilitators associated with the initiative.
To this end, the study initially delineates the concourse on the vital requirements necessary
for the actualization of the regional network approach through semi-structured interviews
and the analysis of extracted sources, subsequently refining these into 31 pivotal factors
categorized predominantly into six dimensions: environmental-ecological, structural-
institutional, educational, economic, physical-spatial, and social. Subsequently, a cohort of
25 specialists and pivotal stakeholders involved in the project was meticulously chosen
through purposive sampling, and they systematically prioritized the derived items utilizing the
Q table. The amassed data underwent rigorous analysis employing KADE software, alongside
Principal Component Analysis (PCA) and Varimax rotation. In light of the research
outcomes, one can assert that there exists a quartet of perspectives concerning the
requirements and critical priorities essential for the effective implementation of the regional
network approach, which encompass: the enhancement of the village's role and significance
within development planning, the transformation of the strategy into a network-oriented plan
in rural development planning, the fortification of its operational framework, the allocation
of job-generating financial resources towards the network approach's priorities, and
ultimately, the consolidation of coordination and synergy among the implementing entities.
Conversely, the necessity for capacity building and the empowerment of local communities
has been universally acknowledged and accentuated across all four perspectives.
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_ Institutionalizing the Regional Network Approach

Extended Abstract
I Introduction

n 2014, Tarem City was selected as the pilot site for this project, which aims to promote
the sustainability of rural communities through inclusive, integrated, and coordinated
development. However, by ignoring the connections and focusing on the sectoral
approach in development planning, this strategy has not been formalized in Tarem
Zanjan's rural constellation plan and has frequently encountered many implementation
difficulties. While unplanned and spontaneous transformation clearly avoids the
development process because it does not develop goals in line with the harmony and
continuity of its components, intentional and purposeful transformation to improve the
components as well as the whole of such systems in the form of spatial planning can be
used as a strategy in the path of development. In light of the concerns expressed, the Tarem
Zanjan rural constellation, which serves as a study example and comprises various rural
and urban areas, must determine the main needs and goals of the regional network
approach in development planning in order to fulfill the study's limited sustainable
development.

Research Method

The current investigation, employing the Q methodology and concentrating on the
development strategy of the rural constellation in Tarem, located in Zanjan province,
scrutinizes the essential requirements and priorities pertinent to the regional network
paradigm in national development planning, drawing insights from the perspectives of
specialists, governmental officials, and practitioners involved in the execution, as well as
consultants and facilitators associated with the initiative. To achieve this objective, the
initial step involved delineating the discursive parameters of the critical requirements
necessary for the effective implementation of the regional network approach, utilizing
semi-structured interviews coupled with an analysis of relevant literature; this process
culminated in the identification of 31 pivotal factors, which were predominantly classified
into six categories: environmental-ecological, structural-institutional, educational,
economic, physical-spatial, and social dimensions. Subsequently, 25 experts and principal
stakeholders of the project were intentionally selected through purposive sampling, and
they systematically prioritized the identified items employing the Q table methodology.
The gathered data underwent comprehensive analysis utilizing the KADE software,
incorporating Principal Component Analysis (PCA) and Varimax rotation techniques to
ensure robust findings.

Results & discussion

In light of the challenges and complexities associated with the planning of the rural
constellation in Tarem Zanjan, the promotion of educational initiatives within the domain
of information technology is paramount for enhancing the village's status within the
development continuum and fortifying the connections and spatial integration of both
urban and rural settlements, which constitutes a critical strategic measure. This effort
aligns with the implementation of the regional network paradigm. Conversely, the
strategic allocation of financial resources and credits to the rural system plan emerges as
a pivotal concern in this context, as numerous rural initiatives exhibit suboptimal
performance attributable to inadequate funding and necessary budgetary provisions, often
encountering significant obstacles during the execution phase. Furthermore, it is
imperative to direct rural financial resources toward productive and employment-
generating endeavors, as the diversification of employment opportunities can substantially
elevate the income levels of rural households. An upsurge in income levels subsequently
engenders a heightened demand for urban services and functionalities. Moreover, through
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the facilitation of entrepreneurial support, small enterprises across various sectors,
including tourism, industry, and agriculture, are poised for significant growth. Another
essential prerequisite for the successful realization of the regional network strategy is the
enhancement of collaboration and organizational synergy among governmental entities.
This article posits that the absence of coherence and coordination among the pertinent
organizations results in diminished efficiency and accountability among the managers
tasked with the execution of projects and plans, particularly within the rural system
context.

Conclusion

Regarding the requirements and key priorities for the regional network approach's
realization, there are four different points of view. These include: enhancing the village's
significance and position in development planning; switching to a network plan in rural
development planning and fortifying its executive structure; allocating funds that create
jobs to the network approach's priorities; and, lastly, enhancing the coordination and
synergy of the implementation bodies.
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Table 1. Key requirements in realizing the regional network approach
(Source: Research output, 2023)
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Figure 2. An example of Q table, completed by the respondents
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Table 2- Distribution of the subjective views of the participants in four extractive groups by PCA principal
component analysis method with Varimax rotation
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Table 3. The degree of correlation of the extracted groups
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Table 4. Differentiating items of group one compared to group two, three, and four
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Table 5. Differentiating items of group two compared to groups one, three, and four
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Table 6. Differentiating items of group three, compared to groups one, two, and four
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Table 7. Differentiating items of group three, compared to groups one, two, and four
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Table 8. The subject of agreement in all four views
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