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address the fundamental requirements of rural communities, primarily due to the
reliance on top-down, centralized methodologies; consequently, participatory
approaches have emerged as a critical countermeasure to these hierarchical
planning paradigms. Consequently, the primary objective of this research is to
assess the engagement of individuals in the formulation of guide plans utilizing a
participatory approach and to juxtapose this with prior experiences related to guide
plan development, with the ultimate aim of utilizing the findings from this
comparative analysis to establish a foundational framework for the development of
a novel service description within the scope of preparing rural guide plans through
the involvement of local populations. The methodological framework employed in
this research is characterized as mixed-methods. The requisite data were procured
through the compilation of documents and field surveys conducted via the
establishment of collaborative workshops. The statistical population encompasses
20 villages situated within the Eilagh Southern District subset of Bolban Abad
Division, located in Dehgolan city, of which 9 villages possessing guide plans were
systematically selected as samples organized into 5 groups. To scrutinize the
hypotheses, the SPSS software was employed, utilizing ANOVA, Tukey, and T tests
for the analysis of two dependent groups, alongside ArcGIS software. The findings
indicated that, as per the respondents, the physical-technical index is regarded as
paramount. Furthermore, the current assessment of indicators related to public
participation in the formulation of rural guide plans, when compared to its
significance, is perceived to be below the average threshold and has been appraised
as existing in an unstable condition.
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_ Evaluation of People's Participation in the Rural Guiding Plan

Extended Abstract
Introduction

urrently, rural guideline plans constitute fundamental operations that are developed,
sanctioned, and executed with the objective of orchestrating the physical advancement of rural
regions within the nation. The spatial disarray prevalent in rural areas necessitates the
implementation of physical planning in accordance with the rural guideline framework. A
principal and significant impediment to the effective realization of rural guideline plans has
been the inadequate engagement of the rural populace in the development process.
Furthermore, due to the prevailing top-down and centralized approach, these plans have failed
to adequately address the essential requirements of the rural community, and the recurrence of
this scenario undermines the prospects for achieving sustainable development in rural locales.
In this context, informed by critical paradigms in sustainable rural development, the
participatory approach has emerged as a fundamental countermeasure to top-down
methodologies and pronounced decentralization in planning practices. Engaging community
participation in rural development initiatives is likely to enhance their impacts, increase
stakeholder satisfaction with the plans, and foster their commitment to the execution of these
initiatives, ultimately facilitating physical transformations within rural settlements and
promoting sustainable development. Consequently, the active involvement of the community
in such initiatives is imperative and may facilitate decentralization. Given the extensive
number of villages across the country, coupled with a multitude of engagements associated
with the rural guideline plans, the dual significance of developing rural guideline plans and the
essential involvement of village inhabitants in these initiatives provides a compelling rationale
for scholarly assessments in this domain.

Methodology

This investigation has employed a participatory approach through the development of rural
guide plans with active involvement from community members. The methodological
framework of this investigation is categorized as mixed-methods (quantitative and qualitative)
owing to its inherent characteristics. The requisite data were amassed through document
analysis and field surveys conducted via collaborative workshops. Concurrent with the
execution of collaborative workshops, a questionnaire instrument was also administered. The
statistical population for this investigation comprises 20 villages within the Eilagh Southern
District, from which 9 villages possessing an existing guide plan were chosen. These villages
were systematically selected as samples organized into 5 distinct groups (farmers, non-farmers,
local administrators, youth and elderly males, urban planners). The sampling method employed
was purposive sampling. A total of 150 individuals participated in the workshops, and 37
questionnaires (one questionnaire per group) were disseminated and subsequently completed.
The primary hypothesis of the investigation was articulated with respect to the significance of
the physical-technical index as perceived by the local populace. The secondary hypothesis of
the investigation was posited on the premise that the status of technical-physical, economic,
socio-cultural, environmental, and institutional-organizational indicators is perceived as
unstable by the local community. To operationalize the research hypotheses, 5 indicators and
92 items were utilized across two dimensions: importance and current situation. For the
analysis of the hypotheses, SPSS and ArcGIS software packages were employed.

Results and discussion

A one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was employed to assess the initial hypothesis of the
study concerning th e heightened significance of the physical-technical index as perceived by
the local populace in the formulation of rural guide plans, with the findings indicating a notable
disparity among the indices of technical-physical, economic, social-cultural, environmental-
institutional, and organizational factors. Furthermore, descriptive statistics corroborate this
finding. Moreover, Tukey's test was employed to ascertain the disparities among the
evaluation indicators concerning community involvement in the formulation of rural guide
plans, revealing a statistically significant distinction between the physical-technical index and
the environmental index in comparison to other indices. Furthermore, the technical-physical
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index exhibits a superior mean relative to the remaining indices, thereby signifying its
heightened importance. In light of the aforementioned observations, it can be inferred that,
from the perspective of local inhabitants, the physical infrastructure of the villages is of
considerable value and significance; however, concurrently, the realization and execution of
its objectives remain at a deficient level. The physical infrastructure of the villages is presently
confronted with numerous challenges. This predicament can be attributed, on one hand, to the
formulation of the service description of the guide plan utilizing a repetitive framework
applicable to all rural regions of the nation, and on the other hand, to the markedly inadequate
involvement of local residents in the process of developing the guide plan. The lack of
individual engagement in the formulation and endorsement of plans leads to a diminished
consideration of their desires and requirements, ultimately resulting in feelings of estrangement
from these plans. Furthermore, in order to examine the second hypothesis of the study
concerning the perspectives of local inhabitants regarding the volatility of various indicators
(technical-physical, economic, socio-cultural, environmental, and institutional-
organizational), a T-test was employed for two dependent groups. The findings indicated a
significant disparity between the average importance level and the prevailing status of the
indicators. Consequently, it can be inferred that the existing condition of the evaluative
indicators pertaining to community involvement in the development of rural guiding plans is
appraised to be below the average in relation to the importance assigned to it; additionally, the
diverse facets of the current service framework provided by the rural leadership plan have
proven inadequate in fulfilling the requirements of rural residents, thereby failing to achieve
success across all dimensions of rural development, including physical, economic, social,
environmental, and institutional-organizational aspects. The repercussions of this inadequacy
include the depletion of village capital and resources, a lack of effectiveness and efficiency,
dissatisfaction among the village populace with the guiding plan, reluctance among villagers
to utilize the guiding plan post-completion, insufficient attainment of sustainable development
objectives, and the unsuccessful realization of optimal execution of the rural guiding plan.

Conclusion

As one of the most significant and locally oriented development initiatives in recent decades,
the Rural Plan is encountering inadequate engagement from the community during its
formulation process. While active participation constitutes a fundamental tenet of sustainable
development within programs, it serves not only to facilitate development but also to empower
local communities, thereby augmenting their influence in decision-making pertaining to their
future and ultimately endorsing and safeguarding the guiding plans. Research conducted in the
villages of the Eilagh Southern District in Dehgolan city has revealed that the involvement of
villagers in the formulation of the guiding plan is markedly low, and the genuine needs of the
local populace are misaligned with the operational frameworks of these plans. Furthermore,
investigations in the aforementioned villages indicate that the engagement of community
members in the preparation of the guiding plan is deficient, and the authentic requirements of
the residents do not correspond with the established parameters of these plans. Currently, the
ineffectiveness of numerous rural development initiatives, particularly the guiding plan, can
be attributed to the insufficient participation of the populace. Given these observations, it can
be asserted that the absence of involvement from local community members renders the
process of formulating rural guiding plans ineffective, ultimately depleting the region's
resources, capacities, and capabilities, and resulting in detrimental impacts across physical,
economic, social, and environmental spheres that are not easily rectifiable. Therefore, in light
of contemporary rural development methodologies such as strategic planning, participatory
planning, interactive planning, integrated approaches, and participatory approaches within the
framework of sustainable local development, it is imperative to reassess the process of
developing physical plans, including the rural guiding plan.
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Table 1- Research background
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Table 2- Grouping of collaborative workshops
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Figure 2- Geographical location of the study area
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Table 3- Descriptive information on the importance of each of the evaluation indicators of people's
participation in the preparation of rural guide plans
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Table 4- The average importance of each indicator by villages
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Table 5. The results of the one-way variance analysis test to investigate the existence of differences between the
evaluation indicators of people's participation in the preparation of rural guide plans based on the importance level.
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Table 6- The results of Tukey's test to classify the evaluation indicators of people's participation in the preparation of
rural guide plans based on the level of importance
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Table 7- Descriptive information about the evaluation indicators of people's participation in the preparation of rural
guide plans based on the importance and current situation
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Table 8- The results of the T test for two related groups regarding the evaluation indicators of people's participation
in the preparation of rural guide plans based on the comparison of the importance and the current situation
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Table 9- The average status of each of the indicators by villages
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Figure 3- Spatial distribution of the difference in the average opinions of the importance and status of the indicators
in the sample villages
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Figure 4- Planning the preparation of physical plans for rural areas (with an emphasis on the guide plans) with a
collaborative approach and comparing it with the current method (source: authors)
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