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significance of knowledge-driven sectors in fostering regional expansion and
advancement, the nexus between academia and industry has garnered heightened
scrutiny, aiming to bolster education and creativity within industrial realms. The
framework of regional innovation system represents a nascent paradigm fostering
interconnectedness among the constituents and stakeholders of a given area, thereby
facilitating interactive knowledge exchange. This study aims to pinpoint the factors
influencing the Regional Innovation System within the educational scope of furniture
enterprises situated in the eastern precincts of Tehran Province (specifically Pardis
and Damavand Counties) and elucidate its positioning within this framework.

The employed research methodology is the Grounded Theory Method within a
constructivist framework (Charmez), involving an unstructured interview conducted
with 39 female professionals within the industry, along with 12 employers and
regulatory officials, across three distinct stages. The point of theoretical saturation
was reached during the 51st interview. Utilizing the MaxQDA software, the
interviews were systematically coded in four stages, aligning with the constructivist
paradigm. The analysis highlights the significance of learning and knowledge within
the industry as the central phenomenon. The outcomes underscore the necessity of
establishing a robust connection between the industry and academia to foster
business growth and regional development. This alignment can be facilitated
through the adoption of the innovative Regional Innovation System approach.
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_ The position of the Regional Innovation System in the learning process

Extended Abstract
I Introduction

n recent decades, the growing significance of regional development has captured the
attention of urban planners and policymakers. One particular approach that has garnered
interest is the Regional Innovation System. The rationale behind the prominence of this
strategy is rooted in its focus on the regional level, which facilitates a more thorough
exploration of competitive advantages among enterprises, along with enhanced theoretical
analytical capabilities when compared to the national level. In Iran, this methodology has
been predominantly observed in regions housing industrial clusters. Nevertheless, despite
these observations, the Regional Innovation System has yet to attain the envisioned
prominence within development strategies and objectives.

Methodology

The methodology employed in this study is grounded in The Grounded Theory Method,
specifically of the constructivist nature (Charmez). The rationale behind opting for this
particular approach is rooted in its close alignment with ethnographic research and the
fundamental aim of this study to explore. Data collection in this research entailed the use
of unstructured interviews. The saturation point was reached after conducting interviews
with 51 individuals, and in line with the constructivist methodology, these interviews
underwent coding in four distinct phases facilitated by the utilization of Max QDA
software. The participants selected for interviews in this study encompassed women
affected by MS, cancer, diabetes, and female heads of households. Additionally,
interviews were also carried out with personnel from regulatory bodies and pertinent
employers.

Results and discussion

Drawing upon the Grounded Theory Method of the constructivist nature, the process of
coding has been conducted through four distinct stages, namely Primary coding, Open
coding, axial coding, and Selective coding. Upon deriving the codes, the ultimate
conceptual framework has been delineated based on the clustering of identified categories.
The pivotal phenomenon of the study, emphasizing the significance of learning and
knowledge within the industry, has been pinpointed through the derived conceptual
model. Subsequent analyses and conclusive recommendations are then presented in
alignment with this central category and with due consideration to the positioning of
industrial establishments. This paper delves into the exploration of components and
influential determinants of the Regional Innovation System, specifically in the context of
fostering innovation and knowledge acquisition within industrial sectors. Theoretical
inquiries serve as a scholarly foundation, highlighting the efficacy of this innovative
approach in deploying an interactive framework aimed at enhancing learning and
innovation. This methodology aims to optimize the utilization of internal resources and
capabilities within a specific region, encompassing financial, human, and social assets,
towards fostering endogenous regional progress and enhancing the region's competitive
standing. The correlation between the regional innovation system and education is
denoted as a subject that examines the interconnectedness of knowledge and learning with
production procedures and economic advancement, with the objective of enhancing the
competitiveness of relevant enterprises on both national and international levels, as well
as their market penetration. It represents a competition that ultimately facilitates the
business expansion of firms, enabling the region's development and growth.
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Conclusion

The correlation between industry and academia is a crucial element and requirement in
the realms of economics and regional growth in the contemporary period. Drawing from
academic research on regional innovation systems, it can be posited that this system
essentially consists of regional clusters that receive backing from proximate institutions.
These entities are involved in reciprocal knowledge acquisition, thereby establishing the
groundwork for the internal development of the region. To establish a connection between
academia and industry and effectively utilize the regional innovation system in the
educational journey of businesses, governmental intervention is essential to serve as an
intermediary and enabler. Through targeted initiatives aimed at laying the groundwork for
business advancement and fully harnessing the capabilities and opportunities within
regions.
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Table 1. Key factors and components of Regional Innovation Systems and Learning for regional development
(Researcher Studies)
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1. Grounded Theory Method (GTM)
2, Classic- GTM

3, Systematic- GTM

4, Constructing- GTM

3. Situation Analysis- GTM

¢, Dimension Analysis- GTM
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. Open Codding

. Axial Codding

. Selective Codding
. Condition

. Action/Interaction
¢, Consequence

7 Max QDA

8 . Cod Cloud
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Figure 2. Location of ISIC codes related to wood products enterprises (Researcher Studies)
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Figure 3. Open Coding
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Figure 6. The diagram of the relationship between the key components of the Regional Innovation System and
Learning (Researcher Studies)
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Figure 7. Research conceptual model (Researcher Studies)
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