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_ Environmental Development of Khorramabad City

Extended Abstract
Introduction
he world we live in today is the urbanized one, where the number of urban dwellers is

increasing gradually. This unbridled increase in population, especially in developing
countries, has made the urban environment the main focus of the continuation of life in
urban society. Failing in future-oriented and strategic planning that is appropriate to the
available facilities, potentials, and resources can cause irreparable damage to the urban
life. As a matter of fact, this study examines the various dimensions of achieving
sustainable urban development by adopting a strategic and future-oriented spatial planning
approach as well as recognizing the fundamental importance of the urban environment.

Methodology

Since the research aims to identify and cluster driving forces affecting the environmental
development of Khorramabad city, a spatial-strategic approach has been taken into
account. It is categorized as an applied research due to the applicability of its results. The
data were collected with a documentary method, and were analyzed in two parts. First,
land use changes were evaluated using GIS and ENVI software in order to find the spatial
development of the city during a period of 31 years (1990-2021). Second, environmental
development drivers were identified using a questionnaire-based survey in the form of
targeted sampling. The statistical population was 30 experts and specialists in the fields of
education, research, and executive branches who were selected randomly. Based on their
opinions, 62 factors affecting the future state of Khorramabad's environmental were
counted in 5 general dimensions (economic, socio-cultural, institutional and managerial,
environmental and physical). These factors were structurally analyzed in the form of a
62x62 meta-intersection matrix with the MIC MAC software, based on which the most
important driving forces of environmental development were identified, and finally, 10
key factors with a high impact on environmental development of Khorramabad city were
chosen.

Results and discussion

The results of the study demonstrate a high degree of agreement with prior knowledge
about the environmental system. Through satellite image processing, we could examine
the physical growth of Khorramabad city over a period of 31 years (1990-2021) and
identify the unsustainable and unbridled growth that has led to the destruction of 61% of
the city's green and ecological spaces. The results of structural analysis using MIC MAC
software also confirmed the instability of the system, with variables shown by the MIC
MAC diagram. Research tools exhibited a high level of validity and reliability, with a
filling factor of 83.53% for research variables. On the other hand, the opinion of experts
and people active in the environmental field or executive and academic centers, helped
study 62 effective factors in five dimensions in the field of appropriate environmental
development.

Based on these findings and through structural analysis, 10 key drivers were identified
which potentially had a direct impact on environmental development in Khorramabad.
They were repeated with slight variations in the indirect impact matrix in order to consider
50 possible environmental development scenarios for the city. The study supports the
principles of strategic-spatial planning, including participation, consideration of
uncertainties, priorities, and available resources, as a suitable approach for developing the
city and similar locations. To improve environmental sustainability in Khorramabad and
elsewhere, it is essential to have a long term plan and consider sustainable short-term
approaches. Strategies emphasize that partnership-oriented approaches are needed to
achieve appropriate environmental development.
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Conclusion

The proposed drivers, for environmental development of Khorramabad city, overlap with
the principles of strategic-spatial planning. This planning pays attention to things such as
participation, uncertainties, attention to priorities available resources, etc., and all these
are mentioned key drivers in some ways. Therefore, the strategic-spatial planning can be
suitable for developing the city.

In general, it can be said that improving the level of environmental sustainability in
Khorramabad city and elsewhere depends on adopting long-term strategy with a focus on
the principles of sustainable development while at the same time passing through short-
term considerations. In a nutshell, a suitable environmental development can possibly
achieve in the form of the spatial-strategic and participation-oriented planning.
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Table 3- Factors affecting the future state of environmental development in Khorramabad city
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Table 4- Initial analysis of matrix data and cross effects
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Figure 3- Scatter diagram of environmental development drivers of Khorram Abad city
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Figure 4- Direct effects of factors on each other (very weak to very strong effects)
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Table 6- Ranking of direct and indirect effects of factors on each other
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