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Investigating the Competitiveness of Cities by Influential City and
Powerful City (Case Study: Dar ol-marhameh, Semnan)

Extended Abstract

Introduction

lobal competitiveness is the name of the game of our time, and in today's world, competitiveness
has become a fundamental force in the urban economy, just like gravity in physics Today, the

competitiveness of cities plays an essential role in the development of cities .Competitiveness
arises from a combination of assets and processes .Assets are either a gift, such as natural resources,

or man-made resources, such as city infrastructure. Processes turn assets into economic benefits
for cities and ultimately make them more competitive. With the formation of globalization and
networking of the global economy, cities have always found a special place as nodes of network
economy, and it is believed that this competition is on a par with a national competition. Today,
the impact, influence, and power of cities will provide sustainable revenue generation for the city
and city managers. In this research, to investigate the impact, influence, and power of Semnan City
we rank this city with the indicators of "effective city" and "powerful city" and analyze it with the
Porter model. The impact, influence, and power of cities make it possible and practical to shape
the future competitiveness of cities. Indicators of influential cities measure the effectiveness of
cities in improving the business environment to achieve economic growth, improve the literacy
and education of citizens, attract foreign citizens, improve the speed of access to news and
information, increase the quality and quantity of urban services, especially recreation and welfare
measures, and enhance social and diplomatic activities in the city, local governance (good urban
governance), economy, innovation, health, and well-being of individuals. In addition, an index
with six general and major criteria of economy, research and development, cultural interactions,
livability, environment, and accessibility is used to measure the strength of cities, especially in this
research, the city of Semnan. To do this, the indicators of the World Economic Forum, the Global
Competitiveness Index GCI, and the Global Index of Urban Power (GPCI) are adapted

Methodology

This study was conducted to evaluate the effectiveness, influence, and power of Semnan. The
nature of the research is descriptive-causal considering its applied purpose and method. The
statistical population of the study consisted of forty-four experts and professors familiar with the
topics of urban economics, urban planning, and urban competitiveness. The experts were selected
using the snowball sampling method. In order to analyze the data and achieve the research
objectives, a combination of Porter's two competitive models, "diamond model" and "Fuzzy
dematel" technique, was used.

Results and discussion

The results showed that based on D-R values, among the eight criteria of influence and
effectiveness of Semnan City, the economic criterion (improvement of business
environment) with the value of 0.941, was the most effective and pivotal among the
constituent and strategic components, whereas the criterion of diplomatic and political
activities with the value of -0.587 was the most influential among the effective
operational components. Based on the analysis of Porter model, the economic criterion
(improvement of business environment) was identified from the internal factors of the
model and was categorized as human resources/Competitiveness Organization in
Semnan. Also, the criterion of diplomatic and political activities was identified from the
factors of strategy, structure, and competition/internal conditions of the model and was
categorized as the resources of the Competitiveness Organization in Semnan.

Conclusion

Based on D + R values, the economic criterion (improvement of business environment) with the
value of 2.671 was identified as a constituent and strategic component, being the most important
criterion of influence and effectiveness of cities. Also, based on the Porter model, the economic
criterion (improvement of business environment) was identified from the internal factors of the
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model and was determined as a part of human resources to create competitiveness in Semnan
City.

Also based on D-R values, of the six general and major criteria for assessing the strength of
cities, the criterion of economy and access with a value of 0.862 was identified as a constituent
and strategic component, and the criterion of viability and environment with a value of -0.523
was recognized as an effective operational component. The economic criterion was identified
from the internal factors of the model as human resources/Competitiveness Organization and the
access criterion was determined from the strategy, structure, and competition factors of the model
and was grouped into technology resources to create competitiveness for Semnan. Also, based
on D + R values, the economic criterion (providing APS advanced creative services) with a value
of 2.542 was identified as the most important criterion (constituent criterion) of the city's strength
and was categorized into human resources/technology to create competitiveness in Semnan.
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