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Extended Abstract

Introduction

he causal layered analysis is one of the most important methods used in the future research.
This method was published by Sohail Inayatullah in an article entitled "Causal Layered
Analysis: Poststructuralism as a Method" in 1998 in the Journal of Futures Studies.
Inayatullah states that this method is less focused on predicting the future, and more
focused on the past and present in order to create alternative futures.This method is a
collection of all 3 scientific-experimental, interpretative and philosophical-critical
approaches; and as one of the types of future research in the critical paradigm framework,
it seeks to challenge and problematize future analysis units.

Methodology

The causal layered analysis method is associated with gaps and deficiencies both in terms
of content and different aspects of the critical paradigm. Therefore, by identifying the gaps
in the existing causal layered analysis method and its shortcomings to cover the concepts
in question, an attempt has been made to provide suggestions to deal with these issues in
the form of a new modified framework. These proposals are intended to create a context
for the social, economic and political analysis needed to critically recognize the evolution
and development of cities and metropolitan areas, a process that makes it possible to avoid
a positivist view of urban-regional studies. This research seeks to criticize the causal layer
analysis method and by adjusting and adapting this model to urban and regional planning,
use it as an analytical device for urban and regional spatial construction and reconstruction.
In this regard, first it tries to find answer to the question: What are the criticisms of this
method? Then it presents the new framework of the modified model of the causal layer
analysis method.

Results and discussion

A review of the causal layered analysis model led to a series of content and formal
criticisms, including a total of 5 gaps and shortcomings of this model. Most of the
criticisms are related to the fact that although Inayatullah claimed a shift from critical
realism paradigm to critical paradigm, he borrowed this change only in its name and this
shift could not bring any change in the nature and structure. Next, a modified model was
presented in order to provide an adapted model for use in urban and regional planning.
This model consists of 3 layers i.e. interpretation, post-exploration, criticism and
deconstruction. In addition, the school of political economy of space has also been used
as an analytical device to produce a modified model of causal layered analysis and its
application in the studies of spatial construction and reconstruction of cities and
metropolitan areas.

Conclusion

As said before, the modified model consists of 3 layers, which are based on interpretation,
analysis, criticism, and deconstruction, respectively. In the first layer, the emphasis is to
examine the mental system and replace it with the objective structure of the positivist
paradigm (see text review). But the second layer is clearly focused on examining the
context and is based on the nature of the critical paradigm that is not enough to assess
causal relationships, reveal hidden mechanisms, follows plans, programs and laws and
regulations as the most effective contextual dimension as the most effective domains for
documenting activists' ideology. The third layer is formed based on criticism and
deconstruction of the context as well as normative positions, which seeks to improve the
conditions of the text in the lower layers. To put it more clearly, this foundation can
provide the background for the transition from the current status of the text to its favorable
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conditions. After determining the normative and cognitive assumptions, it is time for
deconstruction and reformulation, which can appear as one of 3 modes of explaining the
paradigmatic (narrative) model, redefining science, or developing change scenarios.
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Chart 2- Adjusted causal layer analysis model for use in urban and regional planning
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Chart 3- Methodological framework of the layers of the adjusted model
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